
Table 18. Cable and Other Pay Television Services (SIC 4841) — Components of Estimated Operating Revenue
and Expenses for Taxable Firms: 1991 Through 1995

Item

Millions of dollars Percent change Percent of total

1995 1994 1993 1992 1991
1995/
1994

1994/
1993

1993/
1992

1992/
1991 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991

Operating Revenue

Total1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,664 31,535 30,209 27,465 24,954 13.1 4.4 10.0 10.1 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Total Cable and other pay
television revenue . . . . . . . . . . 34,382 30,563 29,333 26,653 23,895 12.5 4.2 10.1 11.5 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Advertising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,045 3,353 2,873 2,491 2,100 20.6 16.7 15.3 18.6 11.8 11.0 9.8 9.3 8.8
Program revenue . . . . . . . . . 6,341 5,626 4,868 4,423 4,112 12.7 15.6 10.1 7.6 18.4 18.4 16.6 16.6 17.2
Basic service revenue . . . . . . 16,262 14,477 14,851 13,532 11,985 12.3 –2.5 9.7 12.9 47.3 47.4 50.6 50.8 50.2
Pay-per-view and other
premium service revenue . . . 5,908 5,346 5,190 4,708 4,465 10.5 3.0 10.2 5.4 17.2 17.5 17.7 17.7 18.7

Installation fees . . . . . . . . . . . 514 469 436 390 324 9.6 7.6 11.8 20.4 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.4
Other cable revenue . . . . . . . 1,312 1,292 1,115 1,109 909 1.5 15.9 0.5 22.0 3.8 4.2 3.8 4.2 3.8

Operating Expenses

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,110 23,915 22,852 21,232 20,154 13.4 4.7 7.6 5.3 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Annual payroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,650 4,011 3,861 3,533 2,973 15.9 3.9 9.3 18.8 17.2 16.8 16.9 16.6 14.8
Employer contributions to Social
Security and other supplemental
benefits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,071 957 886 801 667 11.9 8.0 10.6 20.1 4.0 4.0 3.9 3.8 3.3
Plans required under Federal
and State legislation . . . . . . 420 378 352 326 256 11.1 7.4 8.0 27.3 1.5 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.3

Other fringe benefit plans . . . . 651 579 534 475 411 12.4 8.4 12.4 15.6 2.4 2.4 2.3 2.2 2.0
Program and production costs2 . . 8,806 7,926 7,447 6,763 6,317 11.1 6.4 10.1 7.1 32.5 33.1 32.6 31.9 31.3
Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,687 4,087 3,917 3,704 3,634 14.7 4.3 5.8 1.9 17.3 17.1 17.1 17.4 18.0
Buildings, offices, and
structures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (S) (S) (S) (S) 229 (S) (S) (S) (S) (S) (S) (S) (S) 1.1

Transmission systems . . . . . . 3,224 2,804 2,781 2,678 2,668 15.0 0.8 3.8 0.4 11.9 11.7 12.2 12.6 13.2
Vehicles, machinery and
equipment, and other tangible
assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,098 979 846 769 737 12.2 15.7 10.0 4.3 4.1 4.1 3.7 3.6 3.7

Lease and rental . . . . . . . . . . . 691 652 633 589 516 6.0 3.0 7.5 14.1 2.5 2.7 2.8 2.8 2.6
Buildings, offices, and
structures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 276 248 242 237 193 11.3 2.5 2.1 22.8 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.0

Transmission systems . . . . . . 321 311 300 270 240 3.2 3.7 11.1 12.5 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.2
Vehicles, and other machinery
and equipment . . . . . . . . . . 94 93 91 82 83 1.1 2.2 11.0 –1.2 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4

Purchased repairs . . . . . . . . . . 458 399 406 373 341 14.8 –1.7 8.8 9.4 1.7 1.7 1.8 1.8 1.7
Buildings, offices, and
structures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 41 42 37 33 14.6 –2.4 13.5 12.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

Transmission systems . . . . . . 251 220 229 214 198 14.1 –3.9 7.0 8.1 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0
Vehicles, and other machinery
and equipment . . . . . . . . . . 160 138 135 122 110 15.9 2.2 10.7 10.9 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5

Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184 167 166 145 115 10.2 0.6 14.5 26.1 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.6
Telephone and other purchased
communication services . . . . . . 241 200 180 158 139 20.5 11.1 13.9 13.7 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7

Purchased utilities . . . . . . . . . . 287 255 241 220 201 12.5 5.8 9.5 9.5 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0
Purchased advertising . . . . . . . . 848 683 588 537 472 24.2 16.2 9.5 13.8 3.1 2.9 2.6 2.5 2.3
Taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477 454 437 408 332 5.1 3.9 7.1 22.9 1.8 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.6
Other operating expenses . . . . . 4,710 4,124 4,090 4,001 4,447 14.2 0.8 2.2 –10.0 17.4 17.2 17.8 18.7 22.1

X Not applicable. S Data do not meet publication standards because of high sampling variability or poor response quality. Some unpublished
estimates can be derived from this table by subtracting published data from their respective totals. However, the figures obtained by such subtraction are
subject to these same limitations. These unpublished data are for internal use only.

1Includes sources of revenue not shown separately.
2Includes program and production costs from basic cable services, pay-per-view or premium services, in-house programs, and other program and

production costs.

Note: Estimates are obtained from a sample of taxable employer firms only. Estimates are not adjusted for price changes. Detail may not add to total
due to rounding. Appendix A, table A-12 provides estimated measures of sampling variability (coefficients of variablity).
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